AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 31, 2005
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 12, 2005

SENATE BILL No. 860

Introduced by Senator Bowen

February 22, 2005

act to add Section 6167 to the Government Code, relating to credit
cards.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 860, as amended, Bowen. Credit card processing fees: state
agents.

Existing law authorizes state and local agencies and courts to
provide for payment by credit card for specified services or
obligations under prescribed conditions, which may include the
imposition of a fee or charge for costs.

This bill would prohibit—any—state—ageney; the University of
California, the California State University, and the community
colleges, or an agent of one of these entities that accepts a credit or
debit card from imposing any processing fee or charge for the use of a
credit card or debit card if that fee or charge is not also imposed upon
persons who pay for the same service or obligation by cash or check.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
1 SECHONT+—Seetion6140-of-the Business—andProfessions
2 €Codetsamended-toread:
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SECTION 1. Section 6167 is added to the Government Code,
to read:

6167. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if-a—state
ageniey; the University of California, the California State
University, or the community colleges, or an agent for one of
these entities accepts a credit card or debit card as payment for
any state service or obligation, that—sfafﬁgeﬂey—&m’v‘efsﬁy
university, community college, or agent shall not 1mpose any
processing fee or charge for the use of that card that is not also
imposed upon persons who pay for the same service or obligation
by cash or check.
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